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PREFACE 
 
(i) Tarmac ("the applicant") is promoting a new sand and gravel 

extraction site on land to the south-east of Junction 20 of the M1 
motorway ("the site").  

 
(ii) The site covers an area of approximately 115 hectares (284 acres), of 

which approximately 74 hectares (183 acres) is proposed for 
extraction of approximately 8.0 million tonnes of concreting grade sand 
and gravel, which is expected to be worked over a 20-year period from 
circa 2024/2025.  

 
(iii) The site will operate as a direct replacement for Shawell Quarry 

(located approximately 3 km to the southwest), which is likely to close 
in around 2 to 3 years’ time. 

 
(iv) The proposed development directly accords with policy in the 

Leicestershire Minerals and Waste Local Plan adopted in September 
2019 (“new MWLP”) for new sites to replace exhausted sand and 
gravel reserves and production capacity in Leicestershire during the 
plan period to 2031. 

 
(v) The applicant has designed a working and restoration scheme for the 

extraction of sand and gravel at the site and are preparing to submit a 
planning application for the proposed development to Leicestershire 
County Council.  

 
(vi) The proposals will also include ancillary activities covering the 

establishment and use of a new site access onto the A4304; erection 
and operation of a sand and gravel processing plant with supporting 
infrastructure (weighbridge; wheel wash; site offices; car park and 
mess room), water lagoons and on-site ready mixed concrete batching 
plant (which is also a replacement for the plant at Shawell Quarry), 
within the proposed plant site area. 

 
(vii) It is proposed that the quarry will predominantly be restored to 

agricultural use through using on-site soils and clays. An outline 
scheme has been developed in this regard and is set out as part of 
this submission. 

 
(viii) Owing to the nature of the proposals and the size of the application 

area, it is considered that the proposals constitute EIA development as 
defined under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”), and the formal 
Scoping Opinion of the Mineral Planning Authority is therefore sought 
in this regard. 
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SECTION 1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The site is located approximately 2 km south-east of Lutterworth, 

approximately 0.4 km south of the village of Misterton and 
approximately 1 km west of the village of Walcote in Leicestershire 
(refer to Plan M324-00020-B). 

 
1.2 The site is located in close proximity to the M1 Motorway and is 

bounded by the A4304 (Lutterworth Road) to the north, Swinford Road 
to the south/west and agricultural land to the east (refer to Plan M324-
00021-B).   

 
1.3  The site covers an area of approximately 115 hectares and drilling 

investigations have identified a mineral resource of approximately 8.0 
million tonnes of sand and gravel. The mineral extraction activities are 
proposed to extend over an area of approximately 74 hectares. 

 
1.4 The proposed access and plant site location have been selected with 

careful regard to the baseline context and to minimise the scope for 
potential impact. 

 
1.5 It is proposed the site will operate as a direct replacement for Shawell 

Quarry (located approximately 3 km to the southwest), which is likely 
to close in around 2 to 3 years’ time. 

 
1.6 By virtue of the size of the application area, the proposals fall within 

Schedule 1 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”), and any 
planning application would need to be accompanied by an 
Environmental Impact Assessment. 

 
1.7 Central government advice encourages developers proposing projects 

to engage in full and early consultation with both the planning authority 
and other bodies which have an interest, and it is recommended that 
they are invited to participate in defining the terms of reference for the 
Environmental Impact Assessment. 

 
1.8 In accordance with this guidance, a formal Scoping Opinion under 

Section 15 of the EIA Regulations is being sought from the Mineral 
Planning Authority, Leicestershire County Council, and the information 
detailed in this submission is provided to assist the Council in the 
formulation of their opinion. 

 
1.9 Section 2 of this document sets out the baseline setting of the site with 

an overview of the extraction and restoration schemes (both 
presented on an indicative basis at this stage). Section 3 indicates the 
matters proposed to be included in the Environmental Statement that 
would accompany any application. 
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SECTION 2 BASELINE SETTING AND PROPOSED OPERATIONS 
 
2.1 General  
 
2.1.1 The site is located to the south-east of Junction 20 of the M1 

motorway and south of the A4304 (Lutterworth Road), and currently 
comprises a series of fields predominantly in arable use and is 
delineated by an extensive hedge network interspersed with trees. The 
site also contains an area of gorse vegetation and a number of small 
ponds (refer to Plan M324-00021-B). 

 
2.1.2 Warren Farm and its associated buildings are located adjacent to the 

north-western site boundary, with appropriate stand-offs and screening 
in the form of soil bunding proposed. 

 
2.1.3 As the proposed site is a potential new sand and gravel site, a 

purpose-built access will be required from the public highway. In view 
of local highway conditions and the Council's own road hierarchy, it is 
proposed to establish the access (subject to approval under planning 
and highway legislation) off the A4304. 

 
2.1.4 The preferred location of the proposed access location is illustrated on 

the indicative scheme of working reproduced at Appendix 1. The 
access will need to conform to DMRB requirements informed by 
appropriate traffic and speed surveys.  

 
2.1.5 The proposals will be operated in the context of ongoing arable 

farming activity being undertaken and will be based on a phased 
scheme of working to facilitate restoration at the earliest opportunity 
consistent with best practice guidance. 

 
2.2 Proposed Development 
 
2.2.1 The sand and gravel (approximately 8.0 million tonnes) will be 

recovered via seven main phases and the indicative scheme of 
working is reproduced at Appendix 1.  

 
2.2.2 The indicative scheme has been designed within a series of key 

constraints, comprising: 
 

(i) the presence of an established perimeter hedgerow network; 
(ii) the presence of adjoining public highways and rights of way 

through the site; 
(iii) the presence of surface water features through the site; and 
(iv) the presence of best and most versatile agricultural soils. 

 
2.2.3 It is envisaged that the fixed plant site will be located to the north-east 

corner of the site and will sit at a level 3 to 4 metres below existing 
ground levels. 

 
2.2.4 The mineral will be extracted via seven phases of working located to 

the east of Warren Farm (refer to Appendix 1), which are enclosed by 
overburden and soil storage bunds and woodland planting.  
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2.2.5 The mineral underlying the plant site, including lagoon area will be the 

final area to be worked (using mobile plant and equipment) as part of 
final restoration.  

 
2.2.6 The mineral extraction operations will use conventional means of 

extraction, with an excavator and dump truck, combined with a 
potential central conveyor, for hauling the as raised material to the 
plant site for processing. 

 
2.2.7 It is envisaged that it will be necessary to undertake dewatering 

operations (under the provisions of suitable consents from the 
Environment Agency) in order to allow for the full recovery of sand and 
gravel within the water table. 

 
2.2.8 Provision will be made for the ongoing agricultural operations during 

the progressive working and restoration operations. Some advance 
tree planting and strengthening of existing vegetation within and 
around the boundary of the site are envisaged during the initial stages 
of operations.  

 
2.2.9 It is proposed that the sand and gravel is worked at a rate of up to 

400,000 tonnes per annum and the land progressively restored over a 
period of 20 years from around 2024/2025. This output is consistent 
with Shawell Quarry. 

 
2.2.10 The operating hours are proposed to accord with those at Shawell 

Quarry, which in summary are 0700-1900 Monday to Friday and 0700 
to 1400 Saturday, with no operations outside these hours other than 
water pumping. There will be no operations (other than water 
pumping) on Sunday or Bank/Public Holidays. 

 
2.2.11 It is envisaged that the proposed extraction area will predominantly be 

restored to agriculture as existing. The indicative restoration scheme is 
reproduced at Appendix 2 and as well as agriculture, includes surface 
water features and the establishment of hedgerows interspersed with 
trees along the site margins to provide biodiversity benefits. 

 
2.2.12 The restoration will be achieved through the use of indigenous soil and 

clay materials that will enable the proposed agricultural areas to be 
restored to a workable landform, albeit at lower ground levels than 
existing. 

 
2.2.13 Once finalised the scheme will ensure that high quality agricultural 

soils have been restored to safeguard this important resource. 
 
2.2.14 Further details will be provided within the Environmental Statement 

which will be submitted in support of the planning application. 
 
2.3 Geology 
 
2.3.1 Published geological information identifies that the site is underlain by 

Till (boulder clay) of Mid-Pleistocene Age. These are superficial 
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deposits, formed up to two million years ago in the Quaternary Period 
when the local environment was dominated by Ice Age conditions. 

 
2.3.2 The superficial deposits are underlain by glacial sand and gravel from 

the Shawell Sand and Gravel Formation, mapped as outcropping in 
the River Swift Valley. 

 
2.3.3 The solid geology comprises sedimentary mudstone from the Blue 

Lias Formation. The bedrock formed 183 to 204 million years ago in 
the Jurassic and Triassic Periods, when the local environment was 
dominated by shallow lime-mud seas. 

 
2.3.4 Detailed drilling surveys have been undertaken and the investigations 

have proved the presence of a consistent spread of sand and gravels 
underlying the whole of the site beneath the boulder clay of variable 
thicknesses.  

 
2.3.5 The investigations identified that the deposit is characterised by an 

Upper Gravelly Sand overlying a thin clay interburden, which in turn 
covers a thicker Fine Sand deposit, The whole deposit is overlain by a 
significant depth of clay overburden, which is typical of the area.  

 
2.3.6 Within the extraction area the upper sandy gravel is not laterally 

continuous, but where present ranges in thickness from 1.1 metres to 
5.6 metres, averaging 2.8 metres, and the lower fine sand ranges in 
thickness from 2.2 metres to 8.8 metres, averaging 5.8 metres. Where 
present, the inter-burden ranges in thickness from 0.4 metres to 7.2 
metres, averaging 1.5 metres. 

 
2.3.7 The boulder clay overburden ranges from 2 metres to 15 metres, with 

an average thickness of 9.8 metres. The soil layer ranges in thickness 
from 0.2 metres to 0.7 metres. Clay soil types are generally up to 
0.55m in thickness and Sandy type soils are generally between 0.8m 
– 1.2m in thickness. These two distinct soil resource types which are 
detailed further in section 2.8. 

 
2.4 Landscape 
 
2.4.1 The site is located within National Character Area 94 (Leicestershire 

Vales) published by Natural England. 
 
2.4.2 Landscapes in this area are characterised by a mixture of pasture and 

arable agriculture that has developed on neutral clay soils and the 
area comprises an open landscape of gentle clay ridges and valleys 
underlain by Mercia Mudstone and Lias Groups bedrock with an 
extensive cover of superficial deposits. 

 
2.4.3 Harborough District Council has conducted a more detailed appraisal 

of Landscape Character across the authority area historically, with the 
site located in the Lutterworth Lowlands Landscape Character Area 
(LCA). 
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2.4.4 The LCA is generally characterised by open and relatively flat to gentle 
rolling landscapes, containing significant areas of grazing land, as well 
as a scattering of small villages and a number of larger settlements 
including Lutterworth to the north-west of the site. 

 
2.4.5 The LCA is also described as containing few woodland areas, which 

along with gently sloping ground levels across the site (between 140 m 
AOD in the south to 122-126 m AOD in the north) is representative of 
the site and local landscape. 

 
2.4.6 In terms of landscape designations, there are no statutory designated 

sites within the vicinity of the site. 
 
2.4.7 A preliminary landscape and visual assessment was conducted at the 

site selection stage to identify any potential landscape and visual 
constraints associated with minerals development.  

 
2.4.8 In summary the assessment confirmed that the eastern parts of the 

site are well contained so visibility is limited, whilst the tree cover along 
the A4304 and public footpath adjacent to the eastern boundary would 
assist in visual screening. The tree planting may need to be 
supplemented in places. 

 
2.4.9 The western parts of the site are more visible, with some open views 

from Swinford Road, particularly where this crosses the M1, and 
footpaths to the north of the site. Mitigation in the form of hedgerow 
planting and screening bunds is proposed. 

 
2.4.10 Views from other local footpaths, as well as Warren Farm, would need 

to be mitigated, and the working scheme has been designed 
accordingly with screening bunds. Screening bunds are also proposed 
around the proposed plant site towards the northeast corner of the 
site. 

 
2.4.11 In respect of landscape elements, the assessment confirmed that the 

predominant arable field structure of the site is fairly unremarkable, 
with more distinctive landscape features (ie Misterton Gorse, ponds 
and hedgerows) forming only a small part of the site. Some of these 
features are replicated as part of the restoration scheme. 

 
2.4.12 The preliminary assessment also confirmed that the restoration to 

agriculture would be appropriate to both the site and locality, with 
potential to improve field structure and hedgerow connectivity, and this 
has been factored into the proposed restoration scheme. 

 
2.4.13 The preliminary assessment concluded that the site is not considered 

to provide insurmountable landscape or visual constraints, with any 
impacts to be confirmed by detailed assessment as part of the 
planning application. 
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2.5 Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 
 
2.5.1 A preliminary archaeological desktop assessment was conducted at 

the initial site selection stage to provide an overview of potential 
archaeological/heritage constraints and to inform evaluation 
requirements. Copy of the report is reproduced at Appendix 3. Please 
note that this relates to a wider area and is now superseded by 
indicative working schemes.  

 
2.5.2 In summary, there have been a limited number of archaeological finds 

within the surrounding vicinity of the site from field walking and review 
of aerial photographs taken in the 1980s, comprising: 

 
• flint scatters north-east and north-west of Warren Farm, suggestive 

of pre-historic occupation; 
• ring ditch cropmarks in fields north of Warren Farm, which are 

suggestive of Bronze Age round barrows/burial mounds; 
• a Roman pottery scatter north of Warren Farm; 
• the site of a suspected Medieval rabbit warren to the south of 

Warren Farm; and 
• cropmarks north-east of Warren Farm. 

 
2.5.3 The cropmarks to the north of Warren Farm and record of further ones 

in the wider area could suggest the presence of a Bronze Age barrow 
“cemetery” in this landscape. However, it is unlikely that the ploughed 
barrows present a significant constraint to future development, subject 
to further evaluation. 

 
2.5.4 The flint scatters, Roman pottery scatter and suspected Medieval 

rabbit warren are also unlikely to present significant constraints to 
development on the same basis. 

 
2.5.5 In terms of designations, there are two Scheduled Monuments within 2 

km of the site, including a Bowl Barrow in Misterton approximately 0.4 
km to the north and “Stormsworth Deserted Medieval Village” 
approximately 2 km to the south-east. 

 
2.5.6 The nearest Conservation Area is in Lutterworth, which lies beyond 

the M1 and would be shielded from the site, whilst the nearest 
Registered Park and Garden is the Grade II Listed Stanford Hall, 
approximately 2 km to the south-east with no views of the site. 

 
2.5.7 In terms of Listed Buildings, there are none within the site, the closest 

being the Grade II* Listed Church of St Leonard, approximately 0.4 km 
to the north, and the Grade II Listed High House and “No. 1 Brook 
Lane” in Walcote, approximately 0.3 km to the east. Due to 
surrounding trees and intervening built development, these Listed 
Buildings are unlikely to be affected by future minerals development at 
the site. 

 
2.5.8 The nearest Grade I Listed Building is the Church of St Mary, 

Lutterworth, approximately 1.35 km to the north-west of the site. Given 
this heritage asset sits atop a hill, glimpse views of the site may be 
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possible. However, the proposed development site is essentially a 
backdrop to this and not an integral part of the setting of the Church. 

 
2.5.9 In terms of additional evaluation, further assessment in the form of 

geophysical survey and trial trenching has been recommended to 
characterise the significance of the archaeological finds and determine 
the level of mitigation that may be required. 

 
2.5.10 A geophysical survey has been completed within an initial target area 

predominantly located outwith the site comprising fields located to the 
north of Warren Farm, informed by the preliminary desk-based 
assessment and the limited archaeological finds in this area. Copy of 
the geophysical survey is reproduced at Appendix 4. 

 
2.5.11 In summary, the results of the geophysical survey, which were 

constrained by the presence of manure across part of the survey area, 
are consistent with the historic environment records (HER) presented 
in the desk-based assessment, as well as the previously identified 
cropmarks.  

 
2.5.12 Traces of ridge and furrow are also present, and the visibility of these 

features suggests that earthworks of archaeological origin should be 
detectable where present. 

 
2.5.13 In the field immediately north-east of Warren Farm, clearly defined 

circular and other features were identified which are likely to relate to 
cropmarks. Features identified in the field to the north-west of Warren 
Farm also appear to relate to cropmarks. 

 
2.5.14 In terms of other points of note, a distinct double-ditched linear feature 

was identified in the field to the north-east of Warren Farm, as well as 
other linear markings which could be representative of an earlier field 
system. 

 
2.5.15 There were no notable findings in the field to the north of Warren 

Farm, which is consistent with an absence of cropmarks in this area, 
and ditch-like features in this field and the field further north-east of 
Warren Farm are likely to be related to recent disturbance. 

 
2.5.16 The initial targeted geophysical survey will be supplemented by further 

geophysical survey, which is currently underway across the site and 
targeted trial trenching agreed through a Written Scheme of 
Investigation, over the site as part of the planning application process. 

 
2.6 Ecology 
 
2.6.1 An initial ecological appraisal was conducted at the site selection 

stage in 2019, which used both desktop and field survey techniques to 
determine the nature and quality of habitats on site, with an initial 
assessment of ecological impacts. 

 
2.6.2 The desktop elements identified the presence of one statutory 

designated site within the study area, this being the Misterton Marshes 
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SSSI located approximately 1 km north of the site, which is described 
as the largest unimproved wetland habitat in Leicestershire. 

 
2.6.3 In respect of non-statutory wildlife sites, there are 19 Local Wildlife 

Sites (LWS) and 23 Potential/Historic LWS within 2 km, of which two 
are located within the vicinity of the site as outlined below. 

 
Site Name Proximity to the Site LWS Category 
Misterton Gorse 
and Pond 

Located towards the south 
of the site. 

Potential/Historic 

Pond on edge of 
Arable Field 

Located within the southern 
extent of the site, outside 
the proposed area of 
disturbance 

Potential/Historic 

 
2.6.4 The desktop element identified one area of Ancient Woodland within 

proximity, this being Shawell Wood approximately 250 m to the south-
west of the site. 

 
2.6.5 Other Habitats of Principal Importance (HPIs) within the survey area or 

250 m of this, include: 
 

• Semi-Improved Grassland; 
• Deciduous Woodland; 
• Standing Water; and 
• Hedgerow. 

 
2.6.6 At the time of the initial survey, there were no granted European 

Protected Species Licences within 2 km, and no protected/notable and 
invasive Floral Species were recorded at the site. 

 
2.6.7 In terms of records of faunal species, numerous badger records exist 

within 2 km, including one record within the site dated 2017. There are 
also records within the site for Great Crested Newt, bats and 
invertebrates, as well as records in the wider study area for one 
notable fish species (spined loach), otter, water vole and other 
mammals. 

 
2.6.8 The field survey highlights that the majority of the site and survey area 

is in agricultural use comprising arable land. Notwithstanding, 11 
different habitats were identified as part of the initial survey (full 
descriptions will be covered in the Environmental Statement), as 
follows: 

 
• arable (including field margins); 
• amenity grassland; 
• broadleaved woodland; 
• buildings; 
• dry ditch; 
• hedgerow; 
• improved grassland; 
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• semi-improved grassland; 
• running water; 
• standing water; and 
• tall ruderal. 

 
2.6.9 At a site-specific level, the habitats were assessed as ranging from 

low-moderate ecological importance, with floral species diversity being 
low, and the overall importance of the site increased by its suitability 
for protected faunal species. 

 
2.6.10 In respect of the potential presence of faunal species and suitable 

habitat, a summary based on incidental observation during the field 
survey is as follows: 

 
 

Species Suitable Habitat 
Amphibians There are 19 ponds within the vicinity of the site, of 

which approximately 5 are located within the 
development area itself. There are also records of 
great crested newt within 2 km, including a record 
dated 2006 in the south-western extent of the site. 
 
Further survey is expected to be required following 
completion of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal. 
 

Badger The desk study identified records of badger at the 
site and the field survey identified five setts within the 
vicinity of the site and surrounding area. 
 
Further survey is expected to be required following 
completion of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal. 
 

Bat The desk study identified multiple records of bat 
relating to 6 species within 2 km. 
 
The field survey also identified that some habitat at 
the site (i.e. trees) is of moderate suitability to support 
roosting bats, whilst the variety of habitats also 
provides opportunities for foraging and commuting 
bats, with moderate suitability overall. 
 
Further survey expected to be required following 
completion of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal. 
 

Birds The desk study returned multiple bird records within 2 
km including species listed in Schedule 1 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act, Species of Principal 
Importance and Red and Amber listed species of 
conservation concern. Several bird species were also 
recorded during the field survey, including robin, 
blackbird, skylark and great tit. 
 
The arable habitats at the site provide opportunities 
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Species Suitable Habitat 
for foraging birds and ground-nesting bird species, 
whilst the broad-leaved woodland and hedgerows 
provide opportunities for foraging and nesting birds. 
The aquatic habitat also provides opportunities for 
bird species which rely on water. 
 
Further survey expected to be required following 
completion of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal. 
 

Reptiles No records were identified, and no reptiles were 
observed during the field survey. 
 
Although the majority of habitat at the site is arable 
and of low suitability for reptiles, the semi-improved 
grassland margins provide suitable habitat for 
foraging, basking and sheltering, with a connection to 
suitable broad-leaved woodland for hibernating. The 
waterbodies and running water provide suitable 
foraging habitat for grass snake. 
 
Further survey is expected to be required following 
completion of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal. 
 
 

Invertebrates 
(Aquatic and 
Terrestrial) 

Records of four invertebrate species, including White 
Clawed Crayfish, Harlequin Ladybird, Wall Butterfly 
and Cinnabar Moth were identified. 
 
Terrestrial habitats (including hedgerow and field 
margins) and aquatic habits (including waterbodies) 
in the survey area are considered suitable for a range 
of invertebrates. 
 
Further survey is expected to be required following 
completion of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal. 
 

Otter and 
Water Vole 

Although no records of otter and water vole existed 
within 2 km, the banks of the running water are not 
considered to provide burrowing opportunities for 
water vole due to the shallow water, nor do they 
provide suitable opportunities for foraging, given a 
lack of aquatic and marginal vegetation. 
 
The riparian habitats, whilst providing some 
opportunities for commuting otter, are not considered 
suitable for holt/couch building.  
 
Overall, the habitat at the site is of low suitability for 
both species.  
 

Other 
Mammals 

There are several records of mammals within 2 km, 
including hedgehog, polecat and brown hare. Rabbit 
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Species Suitable Habitat 
is also common at the site. 
 

Fish Although the running water and waterbodies at the 
site are considered to provide some opportunities for 
fish, the majority are shallow and do not provide 
adequate foraging for larger species. 
 
The habitats are therefore considered to be of low 
suitability for common and widespread fish species. 
 

 
2.6.11 In terms of potential impacts of the proposed development, the initial 

survey highlighted that these relate to loss of habitat (ie arable, field 
margins and improved/semi-improved grassland), as well as the 
following: 

 
• an increase in dust as a result of quarrying operations; 
• an increase in noise; 
• a potential increase in artificial light; 
• potential run-off into retained/adjacent aquatic habitats; and 
• an increase in human activity at the site. 

 
2.6.12 On the basis of the above and the need to confirm the potential 

impacts of the proposals, a number of further surveys were 
recommended following completion of the initial survey. The 
extent/scope of further surveys will be determined upon completion of 
the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and will be completed in 
conjunction with an Ecological Impact Assessment (ECIA), which will 
be addressed in detail in the ES. This will include provision of a 
Biodiversity Offsetting Matrix. 

 
2.6.13 The ECIA will fully assess the potential ecological impacts of the 

proposals and identify specific mitigation, including appropriate 
reference to the protection regime for badgers. 

 
2.6.14 A number of mitigation/enhancement provisions were recommended 

as part of the initial survey , including provision of a dust management 
plan and water run-off strategy/plan; implementation of a sensitive 
lighting scheme; and provision of boxes for bats and nesting birds, as 
well as houses for hedgehogs and invertebrates at suitable locations, 
and these will be addressed as part of the ES. 

 
2.7 Hydrology and Hydrogeology 
 
 Hydrology 
 
2.7.1 A preliminary appraisal of the hydrological/hydrogeological context of 

the site was completed at the site selection stage in 2019 
 
2.7.2 The site is located within Flood Zone 1, with less than a 1 in 1000 

annual probability of flooding from fluvial sources.  
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2.7.3 In terms of surface water flood risk, this is generally very low, but there 
is a minor watercourse which crosses through the site, as well as a 
number of small water bodies within the site and surrounding wherein 
there are higher risks of flooding. 

 
2.7.4 The only watercourses on the site comprise the above-mentioned 

channel/minor watercourse which bisects the site in a north-
westerly/south-easterly direction, and a further minor watercourse 
which rises from spring issues. These flow northwards into the River 
Swift north of the A4304 via a sluice (refer to Plan M324-00021-B). 

 
2.7.5 The River Swift is located approximately 0.5 km to the north of the site 

and is the only major watercourse in the surrounding vicinity.  
 
2.7.6 As highlighted in Section 2.6 above, a limited number of 

waterbodies/ponds exist within the site itself with others in the 
surrounding vicinity. 

 
2.7.7 There are no licensed/private surface water abstractions within 3 km 

of the site. 
 
 Hydrogeology 
 
2.7.8 In terms of the hydrogeological environment, the till deposits are 

generally defined as Secondary Undifferentiated Aquifers (ie a mix of 
minor and non-aquifers), whilst the alluvium and Shawell sand and 
gravel deposits are Secondary “A” Aquifers.  

 
2.7.9 The site is not located in a Source Protection Zone and groundwater 

vulnerability is low. 
 
2.7.10 Monitoring data indicates that groundwater levels across the site are 

generally between 120 m AOD in the south and 115 m AOD in the 
north, which means that the water table sits within the sand and gravel 
resource across the site. 

 
2.7.11 The site is covered by the Warwickshire Avon Abstraction Licensing 

Strategy, and it is understood that this is not over-abstracted, and 
water may be available for abstraction at certain flows. 

 
2.8 Soils 
 
2.8.1 An assessment of soil resources, agricultural use and quality of land 

has been completed in support of the proposals and a copy of the 
report is reproduced at Appendix 5. Please note that this includes a 
wider area and considers now superseded indicative working 
schemes. 

 
2.8.2 In terms of sampling, soils were examined by a combination of pits 

and augering to a maximum depth of 1.2 m, with observations at 
intersects on a 100 m grid, which gave a sampling density of one per 
hectare. 
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2.8.3 The assessment identified three main soil types at the site, as follows: 
 

1. Heavy slowly permeable soils which dominate within the site, 
typically comprising a heavy clay loam topsoil that directly 
overlies a slowly permeable gleyed clay subsoil. 

 
 These soils are poorly draining (Soil Wetness Class IV) with a 

low capacity to absorb excess winter rainfall. 
 
2. Loamy over clay soils located where the heavy soils border the 

lighter sandy loams described below and comprising a sand or 
heavy clay loam topsoil and permeable upper soil of the same 
texture. 

 
 These soils are imperfectly draining (Wetness Class III) with a 

moderate ability to absorb excess winter rainfall. 
 
3. Sandy loam soils located in the north-west of the site, which 

mainly comprise sandy loam topsoils and subsoils that become 
stonier in depth, in some places overlying gravel. 

 
 These soils are freely draining (Soil Wetness Class I) with a 

high capacity to absorb excess rainfall. 
 
2.8.4 There are four main soil resources at the site, including a moderate 

quality clay loam topsoil (TS1) over the majority of the site, 
characterised by heavy clay loams with small areas of sandy and 
medium clay loams. The soil should be stripped between March and 
November when drier to a thickness of 300 mm. 

 
2.8.5 There are also high-quality sandy loam topsoils (TS2) in the north-

west of the site, comprising slightly stony medium sandy loams. These 
soils should be stripped as a single resource to 300 mm. 

 
2.8.6 In respect of subsoil, there are moderate quality permeable heavy clay 

loams (SS1) in the west of the site. These should be stripped carefully 
to avoid compaction, to a depth of 250 mm. 

 
2.8.7 There is also a high-quality sandy loam subsoil resource (SS2) located 

in the north-west of the site which should be stripped to a thickness of 
500-900 mm. 

 
2.8.8 Clay subsoils also cover most of the site and are poorly structured and 

will become less structured upon excavation. Where excavated, these 
soils are recommended to be utilised as general back fill material to 
achieve the desired landform.  

 
2.8.9 The assessment highlights that adherence to soil stripping and 

restoration recommendations would enable restoration of large parts 
of the site to best and most versatile land classified under the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAFF) system, with specific areas 
to be confirmed once the development proposals have been finalised. 
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2.8.10 In this regard, the majority of the survey area, which as highlighted 
above, includes land outwith the site, is assessed as being agricultural 
Subgrade 3b (112.6 ha/73%), with smaller areas at Grade 3a (13.3 
ha/9%) and Grade 2 (21.3 ha/14%). Non-agricultural land (ie buildings 
and tracks, ponds, a stream and woodland) equate to 6.2 ha/4%. 

 
2.9 Traffic 
 
2.9.1 The site is located adjacent to the strategic road network in the form of 

the A4304 along the northern site boundary, which links in with the M1 
motorway (Junction 20) to the west. 

 
2.9.2 It is envisaged that the site will be accessed via a purpose-built new 

access off the A4304, and the proposed location is shown on the 
indicative working plan reproduced at Appendix 1. 

 
2.9.3 A preliminary assessment has been conducted to review the highway 

access and capacity implications, which highlighted that subject to 
detailed assessment as part of the planning application and 
consultation with the Highways Authority, there are no substantive 
constraints in terms of creating a compliant access to the site from the 
A4304. 

 
2.9.4 The assessment also highlighted that the immediate access to the 

strategic road network is of significant benefit, with the majority of HGV 
movements expected to be to/from the west of the site. 

 
2.9.5 Publicly available information indicates that there have been a limited 

number of accidents along the A4304 in the vicinity of the site and at 
the M1 roundabout, but none in proximity to the proposed access 
location. Full records would be obtained in this regard as part of a 
transport assessment, along with appropriate volume and speed data. 

 
2.9.6 In terms of HGV movements, based on the production of aggregates, 

consumption of coarse sand extracted from the site within the 
proposed ready mixed concrete plant and associated imports for ready 
mixed concrete manufacture (i.e. cement, gravel and filler), it is 
estimated that there will be 242 HGV movements per day (i.e. 121 in, 
121 out) on average. 

 
2.10 Amenity 
 
2.10.1 The site is located in a semi-rural setting in proximity to the M1 and 

strategic road network.  
 
2.10.2 There are a number of residential premises within 100m of the site, 

which have been taken into account in the site design, i.e. through the 
inclusion of 100 m standoffs between the proposed extraction areas 
and those properties closest to the site and locating the processing 
plant to the north-east on the basis that screening bunds will be 
established.  
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2.10.3 The other properties within the surrounding vicinity of the site, 
summarised as follows (refer to Plan M324-00021-B): 

• Warren Farm located approximately 200m to the west of Phase 2; 
• Properties along the A4304 to the north-east of the proposed plant 

site; 
• Misterton Lodge north of Phase 1 on the opposite site of the 

A4304; and 
• Strawfield House north of the proposed plant site on the opposite 

side of the A4304. 
 

2.10.4 In terms of recreational assets, there are three footpaths within the 
vicinity of the site which link Swinford Road to the A4304 and other 
rights of way in the locality. These footpaths are as follows: 

• Footpath X31, which was recently part extinguished and runs from 
Swinford Road in a north-easterly and easterly direction to the 
north of Warren Farm, through and to the north Phase 1 to join the 
A4304; 

• Footpath X16 which runs from Swinford Road in a north-easterly 
direction through Phases 5, 3 and to the north of the proposed 
plant site; and 

• Footpath X46 which runs from Footpath X16, through the proposed 
plant site in an easterly and north-easterly direction to join 
Footpath X47 to the east of the site. 

 
2.10.5 A number of options regarding public rights of way are being 

considered, including potential permanent and temporary 
diversions/closures and provision of new paths to maintain the integrity 
of the rights of way throughout the proposed development and as part 
of final restoration. 

 
2.10.6 Other recreational assets within the vicinity of the site include a cycle 

path along the northern side of the A4304 and a section of National 
Cycle Route 50, which runs along Swinford Road to the south-west 
and is separated from the site by an intervening belt of trees and 
shrubs. These assets would not be directly affected by the proposals. 

 
2.10.7 Other than the above, agricultural land and surrounding ecological 

habitats, there are no other receptors of concern, and it is considered 
that any adverse amenity impacts could be satisfactorily mitigated 
from a noise and dust perspective.  
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SECTION 3 PROPOSED ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 
3.1 General 
 
3.1.1 It is proposed that the Environmental Statement will identify the 

methodologies used in the assessment of the proposals; any 
difficulties encountered in the preparation of the ES; existing baseline 
setting; a detailed description of the proposed working and restoration 
schemes; the potential impacts of the mineral extraction operations, 
inclusive of the ancillary plant and equipment; and any mitigation 
and/or management measures to overcome or reduce the potential 
impact. 

 
3.1.2 The working and restoration schemes will include specific sections 

within the ES with accompanying plans to illustrate the phased and 
progressive operations of the site. 

 
3.1.3 In summary it is envisaged that technical assessment of the following 

issue areas will be required: 
 

• landscape and visual; 
• archaeology and cultural heritage; 
• ecology; 
• hydrology and hydrogeology; 
• soils and agricultural land quality; 
• transport; and  
• noise. 

 
3.1.4 Sections 3.2 to 3.9 inclusive set out the proposed assessment 

requirements. 
 
3.2 Landscape and Visual 
 
3.2.1  An independent landscape consultant will be commissioned to 

undertake a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment of the 
proposed development (during working and post restoration). The 
assessment will take account of government advice and the current 
guidance on assessment methodology (i.e. Guidelines for Landscape 
and Visual Impact Assessment 3rd Edition 2013). 

 
3.2.2  The brief for the assessment requires the consultant to evaluate and 

characterise the landscape in the context of existing landscape 
character assessment. Visually sensitive receivers within the zone of 
visibility of the site will be identified to assess the extent and nature of 
views. This exercise will use a combination of desk top resources and 
on-site observations. 

 
3.2.3  The landscape impacts will be assessed in relation to the site itself in 

terms of the impact of the proposed development on the identified 
landscape resources of the site and its character. Secondly, the 
effects of the scheme on local landscape character within the area 
surrounding the site will be assessed.  
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3.2.4  Viewpoints will be used to indicate the degree of visual impact during 
site operations and following restoration. The extent of site visibility 
from public vantage points will be graded (ie no view, glimpse, partial 
view, open view) and the character of the view described. The 
viewpoints will be agreed prior to any fieldwork in liaison with the 
County Council's landscape adviser. No photomontages are 
envisaged at this time. 

 
3.2.5  The information gained from the landscape and visual assessment will 

contribute to influencing any amendments to the scheme design and 
the baseline data will be used to visually assess each stage of site 
operations.  

 
3.2.6  All screening mounds will be located, orientated, shaped and grassed 

to minimise potential visual impacts. The work would also inform the 
need or otherwise to further supplement the advance landscaping 
envisaged. 

 
3.2.7 A standoff of at least 50m between the A4304 and the proposed 

extraction areas has also been included, with hedgerow and trees 
planting to be retained and managed. 

 
3.2.8 Swinford Road is located more than 200m from the edge of the 

extraction, with perimeter vegetation to be retained and reinforced at 
the site for visual and amenity screening purposes. 

 
3.2.9 With regard to Warren Farm and other residential properties within 

proximity of the site, stand-offs of at least 150m have been adopted 
with soil bunding established to provide visual and acoustic screening. 

 
3.2.10  The restoration proposals will be reviewed to ensure that objectives to 

enhance the landscape and nature conservation interest of the area in 
the longer term wherever possible can be achieved, while ensuring 
the land is returned predominantly to an agricultural after use. 

 
3.3 Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 
 
3.3.1 As detailed in Section 2.5, a preliminary archaeological desk-based 

assessment has been completed for the site and the report is 
reproduced at Appendix 3. Please note that this relates to a wider area 
and now superseded indicative working schemes. 

 
3.3.2 Notwithstanding, in terms of context, the preliminary assessment 

highlights that of the heritage/historical assets identified within the 
surrounding area, the majority will not be significantly affected by the 
proposed development in terms of setting impacts, and of those assets 
where limited views are possible, adequate mitigation in the form of 
perimeter screening can be implemented. 

 
3.3.3 In terms of archaeology, a limited number of finds to the north of 

Warren Farm have been recorded in the form of flint and pottery 
scatters, and potential cropmarks have also been identified from 
review of aerial imagery. The cropmarks and finds potentially relate to 
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a number of time periods, including pre-historic, Bronze Age, Roman 
and Medieval periods. 

 
3.3.4 A geophysical survey has additionally been conducted in a targeted 

area, comprising fields located to the north of Warren Farm and copy 
of the report is reproduced at Appendix 4. 

 
3.3.5 The results of the geophysical survey are consistent with the HER 

information contained within the preliminary desk-based assessment, 
and previously identified cropmarks and traces of ridge and furrow are 
also present. 

 
3.3.6 In accordance with the recommendations of the preliminary desk-

based assessment, geophysical survey is in the process of being 
conducted over the site as part of the planning application, with the 
results to be utilised to inform requirements for targeted trial trenching 
and other potential evaluation. 

 
3.3.7 The preliminary desk-based assessment will also be updated to 

incorporate new HER data, landscape information, site photography 
and map regression consistent with the guidance published by the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists, as well as national planning policy 
and guidance. 

 
3.3.8 In the event the evaluation identifies a wide range of archaeological 

activity, a detailed archaeological impact assessment will be provided 
in accordance with best practice advice to identify the significance of 
the archaeology and to assess the degree of impact, both direct and 
indirect. 

 
3.4 Ecology 
 
3.4.1 As detailed within Section 2.6, an initial ecological appraisal has 

previously been completed. Due to the passage of time and changes 
to the proposed development and planning policy/guidance, a 
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal will be required. This is currently 
underway and will include a site walk-over, desk study and extended 
Phase I Habitat Survey to determine the current ecological potential of 
the application area, potential impacts and recommended mitigation. 

 
3.4.2  The desk study will involve consultation with Leicestershire and 

Rutland Wildlife Trust and any other relevant holders of biological 
information. This will provide up to date information on i) any 
designated nature conservation sites on within the vicinity, and ii) any 
existing records of protected/notable species from the site and vicinity. 

 
3.4.3 Target notes will be used to record any habitats or features of 

particular interest and any sightings, signs or evidence of protected or 
notable faunal species or any potential habitat for such species will be 
noted. This will include searching for signs or evidence of badger 
(Meles meles), identifying trees with features suitable for roosting bats 
and habitats suitable for amphibians, including the specially protected 
Great Crested Newt (Triturus cristatus), reptiles and nesting birds. 
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3.4.4 Notes will also be made on the structure and composition of habitats 

and a botanical species list will be recorded. The extent of further 
survey work will be determined following the initial walk-over survey. 
The surveys will be undertaken in accordance with best practice 
guidance and methodologies and the results addressed as part of the 
Environmental Statement.  

 
3.4.5 The potential ecological impacts of the proposed development and 

suggested mitigation, which will build on the mitigation measures set 
out within the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and subsequent further 
surveys, will also be addressed within an Ecological Impact 
Assessment (ECIA) that will be provided as part of the wider ES. 

 
3.4.6 The ECIA will be prepared in accordance with the Guidelines for 

Ecological Assessments as published by CIEEM and will include 
provision of a Biodiversity Offsetting Matrix to determine the overall 
impacts of the proposed development on biodiversity at the site. 

 
3.5 Hydrology and Hydrogeology 
 
3.5.1 An assessment of baseline conditions for both hydrology and 

hydrogeology of the site and surrounding area has been conducted. 
The information will be used to build a conceptual model. Once the 
model is established, an assessment will be completed to describe the 
impact of the proposed operations on the local surface water network 
as well as groundwater, including an assessment of the impacts on the 
water quality and catchment balance during operations and any 
proposed mitigation measures designed to combat these effects, i.e. 
overall drainage management regime. 

 
3.5.2  Specifically, it is envisaged that the assessment will also include 

consideration of the following: 
 

• assessment and mitigation of the impacts associated with limited 
dewatering upon the surrounding water environment; 

• consideration of potential impacts on water quality; 
• water management measures in the site;  
• potential risk of flooding; and 
• consideration of run-off management during operations and post 

restoration considering climate change effects. 
 
3.5.3 Although the site is located within Flood Zone 1, parts along the 

channel have a high surface water flood risk. A Flood Risk 
Assessment ("FRA") will be conducted in accordance with the 
provisions of the National Planning Policy Framework (“NPPF") and 
Standing Advice issued by the Environment Agency, owing to the size 
of the application area. 

 
3.5.4 The FRA will also address surface and groundwater flooding and 

overland flow paths. 
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3.6 Soils and Agricultural Land Quality 
 
3.6.1 As detailed in Section 2.8, an assessment of soil resources and 

agricultural use and quality has already been conducted in support of 
the proposals (refer to Appendix 5), which identifies the baseline 
soils/agricultural position of the site. Please note that this relates to a 
wider area and now superseded indicative working schemes and will 
be updated when the development proposals are finalised.  

 
3.6.2 Notwithstanding, the assessment identified that with adherence to 

soils and restoration recommendations, the majority of the site could 
be returned to its current agricultural land quality. 

 
3.6.3 A detailed soil handling strategy will be included within the 

Environmental Statement as part of the working proposals and in 
accordance with any recommendations set out within the updated soils 
assessment, for example soil stripping should only take place in the 
driest parts of the year and be avoided during/after heavy rainfall, and 
soil resources should be stripped and stored separately in low bunds. 

 
3.6.4 The soil handling strategy will also be designed to reinstate soils in 

accordance with current guidance published by Natural England. 
These measures will ensure that the best and most versatile soil 
resources identified on site will be safeguarded for future use. 

 
3.7 Transport 
 
3.7.1 A Transport Assessment will be undertaken to review the transport 

implications arising from the proposals. 
 
3.7.2 The transport assessment will consider the impacts on existing 

surroundings of the site and the adjacent highway network, as well as 
impacts on existing and future traffic flows during peak hours of 
operation. 

 
3.7.3 The assessment will be undertaken in accordance with relevant IEMA 

guidance with a PICADY assessment for the new access. 
 
3.7.4 A detailed design for a potential site access, which will ultimately 

require a Section 278 Agreement with the County Council’s Highways 
Unit to secure the elements of work within the Public Highway, will be 
prepared, informed by speed and traffic surveys on the A4304. 

 
3.7.5 In accordance with IEMA guidance, any assessment may consider 

matters such as driver delay, pedestrian amenity and fear and 
intimidation factors. 

 
3.8 Noise 
 
3.8.1 A noise impact assessment will be commissioned to identify potential 

noise sensitive locations around the site (including those identified in 
Section 2.10 above), measure existing background noise levels at 
selected locations, predict noise levels from site operations, compare 
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predicted levels with measured levels and guidance limits and finally 
propose mitigation measures to reduce any potential noise impact. 

 
3.8.2 Background monitoring will be conducted in free-field conditions, with 

a microphone being positioned at least 3.5m from any reflecting 
surface, and 1.5m above ground level. This type of monitoring is in 
accordance with recommendations made in the NPPF and Planning 
Practice Guidance. 

 
3.8.3 Based upon detailed working information supplied, noise predictions 

will be undertaken for the proposed site operations at suitable 
points/noise sensitive locations, considering proposed additional 
mitigation measures where appropriate. Assessments will be 
undertaken in accordance with BS5528 as appropriate. 

 
3.8.4 A comparison of predicted levels with background levels will be made, 

and an assessment of conformity with NPPF guidelines undertaken. 
This will assess the determination of significance of impacts in terms 
of people affected, magnitude of impact and duration, and may lead to 
the implementation of additional mitigation measures to ensure that 
the working scheme can be undertaken in accordance with the 
appropriate guidance. 

 
3.9 Air Quality 
 
3.9.1 The proposed operations are very similar to those that currently take 

place at Shawell Quarry, which the site will be a direct replacement 
for, located approximately 3 km to the southwest. 

 
3.9.2 Similar to Shawell Quarry and other operations under the control of 

the applicant elsewhere, the principal potential sources of dust 
emissions have been identified as: 

  
• soil handling and overburden excavation; 
• site haulage and conveyance; 
• road transport; 
• loading and tipping; 
• other materials handling operations; and 
• windblow across stockpiles. 

 
3.9.3 Whilst air quality and dust mitigation would be addressed within the 

Environmental Statement, it is not considered that a standalone air 
quality and dust assessment would be required.  

 
3.9.4 This is considered on the basis that any potential dust impacts are 

likely to be minimal due to the nature of the materials that would be 
handled on site (i.e. the excavated material would generally be moist) 
or impacts could be appropriately mitigated through the 
implementation of environmental/amenity control measures. 

 
3.9.5 In the above context, a Dust Mitigation and Management Plan would 

be provided in support of the proposed development, which would 
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identify controls and measures that would be implemented on site as 
part of operations, consistent with IAQM and planning policy/guidance.  

 
3.10 Other Issues to be Included 
 
 Public Engagement  
 
3.10.1  Prior to formal submission of the planning application, consultations 

will be held with local stakeholders to inform members of the public of 
the proposals and to answer any questions that members of the public 
may have.  

 
3.10.2  The response to this and any subsequent changes made to the 

working and restoration schemes will be detailed within the 
Environmental Statement and in a Statement of Community 
Involvement that will accompany the planning application.  

 
 Development Plan  
 
3.10.3  As well as the Environmental Statement, the planning application will 

be accompanied by a Supporting Statement which will examine the 
proposals in relation to the appropriate Development Plan and current 
government advice documents that deal with the relevant issues 
identified through the Environmental Impact Assessment process.  

 
 Statutory Undertakings  
 
3.10.4 The Environmental Statement will also include a detailed description of 

Statutory Undertakings within and in proximity to the site and will 
outline the scope for any impacts/interaction effects.  

 
 Cumulative and Interaction Effects  
 
3.10.5 Consistent with the EIA Regulations, the consideration of interaction 

effects is detailed under Planning Practice Guidance and relevant 
CIEEM guidance. The working and restoration schemes will take into 
account interaction and cumulative effects across a number of 
disciplines, with a core theme of potential amenity impacts.  

 
3.10.6 Particular reference will be made to the East of Lutterworth Strategic 

Development Area, including highways works and potential traffic 
volumes and air quality impacts. 

 
Alternatives  

 
3.10.7 Schedule 4 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 

Assessment) Regulations 2017 sets out details that should be 
included in an ES. These provisions are reinforced via relevant 
Planning Practice Guidance. 

 
3.10.8 In respect of “alternatives”, Schedule 4 of the EIA Regulations 

highlights that a description of reasonable alternatives (eg related to 
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location, size and scale) should be included within an ES, as well as 
an indication for why the respective development option was selected. 

 
3.10.9 The consideration of alternatives will therefore also be addressed in 

the ES, but principally in the context that minerals can only be worked 
where they occur. 

 
 Difficulties Encountered 
 
3.10.10 Consistent with Schedule 4 of the EIA Regulations, the ES will confirm 

any difficulties encountered in the collation of the ES. 
 
 Validation Criteria 
 
3.10.11 The ES will also be prepared with appropriate consideration of the 

County Council's validation checklist to identify any assessment 
requirements over and above those set out in the Scoping Opinion. 

 
 Sustainability and Climate Change 
 
3.10.12 The submitted ES will include appropriate consideration of the 

potential impacts on climate change and the overall sustainability of 
the scheme, particularly in terms of hydrology/flood risk and ecology 
(i.e. the impacts of climate change on habitats on species), with 
specific reference to the appropriate policies of the Development Plan. 

 
 Public Rights of Way 
 
3.10.13 There are a number of public rights of way within the vicinity of the site 

that will be directly affected by the proposals and could be required to 
be temporarily stopped up or diverted. 

 
3.10.14 Public rights of way impacts and proposed mitigation will therefore be 

addressed within the ES, as well as amenity and landscape 
assessments. 
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SECTION 4 SUMMARY 
 
4.1 Tarmac is promoting a new sand and gravel extraction site on land to 

the south-east of Junction 20 of the M1 motorway. 
 
4.2 The site covers an area of approximately 115 hectares (284 acres), of 

which approximately 74 hectares (183 acres) is proposed for 
extraction of approximately 8.0 million tonnes of concreting grade sand 
and gravel, which is expected to be worked over a 20-year period from 
circa 2024/2025. 

 
4.3 The site will operate as a direct replacement for Shawell Quarry 

(located approximately 3 km to the southwest), which is likely to close 
in around 2 to 3 years’ time. 

 
4.4 The proposals will also include ancillary activities covering the 

establishment and use of a new site access and primary haul road; 
erection and operation of a sand and gravel processing plant with 
supporting infrastructure (weighbridge; wheel wash; site offices; car 
park and mess room), water lagoons and on-site ready mixed concrete 
batching plant (which is also a replacement for the plant at Shawell 
Quarry). 

 
4.5 The proposed development directly accords with policy in the 

Leicestershire Minerals and Waste Local Plan adopted in September 
2019 for new sites to replace exhausted sand and gravel reserves and 
production capacity in Leicestershire during the plan period to 2031. 

 
4.6 The applicant has designed a working and restoration scheme for the 

extraction of sand and gravel at the site and are preparing to submit a 
planning application for the development to Leicestershire County 
Council.  

 
4.7 The proposed scheme falls within Schedule 1 of the Town and 

Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017 by virtue of the nature of the development and the size of the 
application area. 

 
4.8 A formal Scoping Opinion under the provisions of Section 15 of the 

EIA regulations is sought from the Mineral Planning Authority and the 
information detailed in this submission is provided to assist the Mineral 
Planning Authority in formulation of their opinion. 

 
 


